We are delighted to welcome you to this special issue of the Australian Journal of Chemistry which is devoted to highlighting the international excellence of peptide chemistry research in Australasia by a selected cohort of current elite peptide researchers. The issue is also commemorating the 70th anniversary of the establishment of Australia's first dedicated peptide research laboratory at CSIRO when E. O. P. Thompson returned from the UK where he undertook Ph.D. studies with Frederick Sanger at Cambridge University on the sequencing and primary structure determination of ovine insulin. Sanger was awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 1958 for this work. From these origins at CSIRO in 1956, peptide chemistry soon also expanded into academia and has both grown and matured greatly until today, where it is at the forefront of a wide diversity of outstanding research fields led by many Australasian worldleading practitioners with expertise ranging from peptide discovery, medicinal chemistry, chemical synthesis, chemical biology, structure determination, and drug development. Each of the contributions in this issue has been written by well established, highly respected peptide chemists with international reputations in their respective areas of study. We thank them for their enthusiastic participation in this special issue and we hope that it provides you with an appreciation of the sustained excellence of Australasian peptide research. 
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